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SttiENT FILM AT CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART FEATURES LIVE 
THEREMIN ACCOMPANIMENT ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, ^^PM 

A rare silent film-AeUta-with live accompaniment on an even rarer musical 

instrument is coming to The Cleveland Museum of Art on Tuesday, November 13, 

at 7:30 pm. 


Aelita is the story of a Russian engineer embroiled in a revolutionary uprising 
on Mars, where he falls in love with Queen Aelita. In 1924, it was the first Soviet 
science fiction film and the most lavish, expensive Russian film of its day. Made to 
rival elaborate films being made in other countries in the '20s, it was a commercial- 
success, gaining more international attention than any Soviet film before 
Eisenstein’s Potemkin. 


Internationally known musicians Dennis James, Miles Anderson, and Erica 
Sharp will perform an original score during the showing of Aelita. Billed as the 
Theremin Trio, the musicians will play a variety of acoustical and electronic 
instruments-including the theremin, one of the first electronic instruments, 
invented in 1920 by Russian scientist Lev Termen (later Leon Theremin), who 
licensed the instrument to the Radio Corporation of America in 1929. Dennis 

James, in his Cleveland performance, will play an original RCA theremin, which he 
restored. 

The theremin is played by waving one’s hands between two metal antennae, 
without touching the instrument. It was an international hit when first unveiled, 
drawing standing room only crowds in concerts by such ensembles as the Cleveland 
Orchestra, Philadelphia Orchestra, and the New York Philharmonic. Its unearthly 
tones are most often heard today in scores of classic mystery and science fiction 
films like Spellbound, The Thing, and The Day the Earth Stood Still. 


Cleveland museum of art/film with theremin 2 
Dennis James, the foremost silent film accompanist in the United States 
today, previously performed at the Cleveland Museum with such films as 
Nosferatu, The Phantom of the Opera, and Die Nibelungen. He regards 
Aelita as his best work to date. Trombonist Miles Anderson and viohnist Erica 
Sharp are former members of the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra and currently 
comprise the new music duo "(trom-bown)." NOTE TO EDITOR: the correct 
spelling of (trom-bown) includes parentheses. 

The Theremin Trio premiered their version of Aelita at Seattle's Henry Art 
Gallery in August, where Curator of Education Tamara Moats hailed it as "truly 
our grandest and most successful event." Upcoming performances are also 
scheduled at the Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; the Wexner Center, Columbus; 
the Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley; the UCLA Film Archive, L#os Angeles; and the 
National Gallery of Art, Washington, 

Aelita is most famous for its outlandish sets and costiunes created by Russian 
Constructivist artists Aleksandra Ekster and Isaac Rabinovich. Yakov Protazanov, 
a major Russian filmmaker of the Czarist era, returned from exile in France to 
direct the production. The Museum will show an English-titled 35mm print, newly 
struck from archival materials in the USSR. 

General admission tickets for Aelita are $8 for Museum members, $10 for 
nonmembers. Tickets may be purchased in advance at the Museum bookstore or by 
mail. $8 student and senior tickets, if available, will go on sale at 6:30 p.m. the 
evening of the show. Tickets cannot be reserved by telephone. Parking in the 
Museum lot will be free for this event. 


For film stills or additional information, please contact John Ewing, Film Program 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44106; 



